Mr Mahir GAZDAR
21 Waterloo Street, Coventry, CV1 5JS, England, UK

Telephone: 024 76264772
Mobile: 07846299787

E-Mail: mahir_gazdar@yahoo.com
Profile

An ambitious Arabic Interpreter & Translator and Arabic Tutor educated in Kuwait and the UK with a broad range of skills and experience

· Language combinations: English to Arabic, Arabic to English 
· Specialist language areas: education, health, history, IT and religion 
Relevant Experience

	07/2011
	City College, Coventry 

Freelance Arabic Interpreter & Translator

Interpreted for a Teacher Training Program for a group of 15 from Taibah University (one of the top ten universities in Saudi Arabia) 
Interpreted for professors specialising in a variety of disciplines including education, linguistics, IT, economics and more 
Worked closely with staff from Warwick University, Stratford upon Avon College and City College including the Principal of City College
Escorted and interpreted during cultural visits to London, Stratford upon Avon and Coventry
Interpreted during campus visits to Warwick University, Stratford upon Avon College and City College

Shared teaching experience and resources with lecturers and professors
Translated a questionnaire and results for the Teacher Training Program

	02/2010-now
	Coventry Interpretation & Translation Unit (CITU)

Arabic Interpreter & Translator

Interpreting for Arabic speakers from a variety of countries
Communicating with speakers of different Arabic dialects
Interpreting for professionals in the medical, local government and other fields
Working at a variety of venues including hospitals, clinics, patients’ homes, job centres, Citizen’s Advice Bureau and other venues

Translating documents, such as medical documents for the NHS
Attending regular in service training 

Handling sensitive information and maintaining confidentiality 
Working flexibly, attending assignments at short notice

	04/2008-now
	Adult Education Service 

Arabic Tutor 

Independently preparing lesson plans and schemes of work 

Delivered lessons in Arabic at a variety of venues to classes of more than 20 students

Planning and producing teaching resources in English and Arabic

Assessing and reporting students’ progress

	10/2011-now
	Minority Group Support Service (MGSS)

Community Languages Tutor (Arabic)
Teaching whole class Arabic lessons to classes of up to 15 children at a primary school and community centre


	10/2009-08/2010
	Adult Education Service 

ESOL (English as a Second Official Language) Volunteer
Assisted in ESOL classes of up to 12 students

	05/2010-08/2010
	Unitemps (at Warwick University)

Arabic Speaking Data Collection Assistant 

Gathered information about energy usage and renewable energy for REEEP (Renewable Energy & Energy Efficiency Partnership)

Researched Middle Eastern and neighboring countries


Other Experience

	09/2007-12/2007
	Joseph Leckie Community Technology College, Walsall
Trainee ICT Teacher


Education & Qualifications

	2011-2012

2009
	Warwick University 

Diploma in Teaching in the Lifelong Learning Sector (DTLLS)
Advanced course for teaching in Further education
Cambridge University 

Certificate in English Language Teaching to Adults (CELTA)

Course for Teaching English to adults, taught at Warwickshire College

	2008
	Warwick University 

Preparing to Teach in the Lifelong Learning Sector (PTLLS)

Introductory course for teaching in Further education

	2007
	University of Wolverhampton 

Postgraduate Certificate in Education Secondary ICT (Incomplete)

	2000-2004
	Coventry University 

BA (Hons.) Business IT

	1996-2000
	Sidney Stringer

A-Level: Maths, Chemistry, Physics and Classical Arabic

9 GCSE’s (including English and Maths)


Other achievements and skills
· Produced own e-learning website for teaching Arabic online, www.mahirteachesarabic.com 

· Created English subtitles for Arabic television programmes, which can be seen from: http://www.youtube.com/user/worldofarabic 

· Understanding of various Arab dialects including Modern Standard Arabic, pure /classical, Egyptian, Levantine, Gulf and other Arabic dialects

· Provided private Arabic tuition and translation
· Sample lesson plans for Arabic Tutor role were uploaded onto the Coventry City Council website to show examples of good practice within the service 

· Studied and taught aspects of English grammar at Warwickshire College

· Travelled to many countries including many Arab countries such as Egypt, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia and UAE (United Arab Emirates)
· Basic knowledge of spoken and written Spanish, self taught 

· Basic understanding of spoken and written Urdu

Hobbies /Interests

Travelling and writing about travels, reading, exercising, running /jogging and studying ancient civilisations 
References: available on request 
Mahir Gazdar
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