HEATHER M WATSON (BA, MCIL)
__________________________________________________________________________________

Professional Summary: Freelance translator (Italian to English), specialising in document translation and editing in the fields of motorsport, motorcycling, PR, marketing, education, and travel and tourism. Past clients include Ducati, Althea Racing, Alpinestars, CIV Championship Press Office, Triumph.
EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND:

· MA in Translation - University of Bristol, UK (2012 expected)
· Journalism and Newswriting Diploma (with Distinction) - London School of Journalism, UK (2011)
· BA Joint Honours degree in Italian & Spanish, 2:1 classification - University of Hull, UK (2001)
· Intensive Spanish language course - University of Santiago de Compostela, Spain: (2000)
· A-levels in German(A), French(B), English Literature(A), General Studies (A), Step Level English Literature (A) - Droitwich Spa High School Sixth Form, UK (1996)

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:  
01/2011 – present
Althea Racing – Rome, Italy



Job title: Press Officer, responsibilities include:       
· Writing and translation of press releases, technical documents, interviews, marketing and advertising materials (Ital/Eng) for Althea Racing and AltheaRacing.com
01/2008 – 12/2010
Ducati Motor Holding, Ducati Corse Division – Bologna, Italy




Job title: World Superbike Press Officer, responsibilities included:        
· Writing and translation of press releases, technical documents, interviews, marketing and advertising materials (Ital/Eng) for Ducati Motor Holding and ducati.com
05/2006 – 12/2007
Alpinestars S.p.A - Asolo, Italy




Job title: International Media Relations Officer, responsibilities included:       
· Writing, translation and distribution of media kits, press and product releases and website texts (English and Italian)
· Coordination of Alpinestars factory tours in Italian, Spanish and English
01/2005 - 05/2006
Ducati Motor Holding - Bologna, Italy




Job title: Web content editor, responsibilities included:
· Daily web site maintenance of Ducati.com, Racing division, to publicise Ducati's participation in the key motorcycle championships (MotoGP, World Superbikes, American, British, French and Italian Superbike championships)
· Translation, editing and publishing of press releases (Italian, Spanish, English)
09/2002 – 12/2004   International Programmes Office, University College London – London, UK
Job title: International Student Adviser. Responsibilities included: 

· Writing and distribution of marketing materials
· Daily communication in English, Italian, Spanish, French and German with overseas administrators and students
01/2002 - 06/2002 
Industrial Liaison Office "UETP Alma Mater ", University of Bologna, Italy
09/1999 – 07/2000
· Responsible for: the organisation of international student work placements, translation and marketing of the ILO’s activities across Europe, website maintenance

LANGUAGES: 


                                             

        Reading           Writing           Speaking

· English


NL

NL

NL

· Italian


5

5

5
· Spanish


5

4

3

· French


4

3

3

· German


3

3

3

· Dutch


2

0

0

· Modern Greek

1

1

0

(NL = native language, 5 = excellent knowledge)
MEMBERSHIPS:
·     

Full member of the British Chartered Institute of Linguists

·    

Registered member of ProZ.com

SKILLS:

· Knowledge of Microsoft Windows (Word, Excel, Power Point, Access), Explorer,

Netscape, PhotoShop
· Knowledge of CAT tools Wordfast Pro, Across and SDL Trados 2009
· Full, clean driving licence
References available on request
