Carmen 0pportune Benduwa JOHNSON BENTO
Born on April 22nd 1970 
C/ 901 N Sikecodji Cotonou Benin 
 

Tel - mobile: +229 95 05 12 23 / 97 11 67 68 / 94 17 35 77
jocib2015@gmail.com 
· 20 years+ experience as Advocacy, Media, Communication & PR Specialist 

· 25 years as translator and proofreader _English to French and French to English

· 20 years’ experience in development with International NGOs 

· 6 months as Head of Office + 6 months+ Acting Country Manager + 3 years+ as Program Manager 

· 3 years+ experience in Sport for Development and Peace  
· Plan Certificate in Management  + Project Management for Development Professionals – PMDPro

Personal Profile     
· Good strategic appreciation and vision - able to build and implement complex plans; 
· Excellent ability to work with high profile partners: governments, INGOs, national networks, CSOs, LNGOS, etc.
· Strive for quality and apply process and discipline towards optimizing performance; 
· Excellent interpersonal skills - good communicator and negotiator, leadership, team player, high integrity; 
· Entrepreneurial and pro-active - innovate and make things happen, use initiative and creativity to develop effective solutions to problems, passionate by new technologies. - Working under pressure and to tight deadlines. 
Experience  
· Translation and proofreading _English to French and French to English 
· Strategic planning: design strategies, policies and business plans;  

· Capacities building in youth leadership, child/youth centered community development, leadership, advocacy, communication, media and management; 

· Designing, planning and managing programs, projects and events’ budgets; 

· Designing quality advocacy and communication materials and tools; 
· Assuring quality reporting of donor’s projects;
· Positive child and youth development and building peaceful communities through sport and play; 

· Working with youth clubs (football, basket-ball, media…) 

· Resource mobilization (donors’ mapping, strategies, partnership, negotiation, reporting, etc.)

· Crisis management and reporting; + Three week’s rapid deployment to Plan Niger to support and coach their communication and crisis management staff for food, flood, Malian refugees and cholera crises;

Achievements 
· Successful partnerships with government, local NGOs and national networks;
· Successful six months+ Acting Country Manager and 6 months Head of Office;
· Designing and implementing Right To Play’s advocacy strategy; 

· Coordinating the designing of the PR, Communication and Advocacy strategy and plans for Plan Benin; 

· Global and regional launch of Because I am a Girl campaign (2011 and 2012) 

· Coordinating the training of staff, children and partners in Participatory Advocacy… 

· Managing youth and children clubs, staff trainings and initiatives; 
· Designing and coordinating for two years the ‘Be a part of it’ Awards and projects’ initiative at national level; 
· Coordinating Plan’s Global Award’s submissions for Benin: 1 international prize and 3 regional prizes in 2012; 
· Designing and editing Plan Benin and Right To Play’s social media pages 
Some Projects managed/coordinated/monitored 
· Play for the Advancement of Quality Education (PAQE) – two years project funded by Global Affairs Canada

· Advancing Health, Education and Development (AHEAD) for Children and Youth - one year’s project funded  

by Global Affairs Canada 
· Programme D’appui à l’Education et à la Formation des Enfants Exclus du Système Educatif (PAEFE) funded by CDC with HELVETAS Swiss Intercooperation as project owner.
· Alternative Education for Disadvantaged Children and Youth in Benin – three years project funded by USAID 
· Pilote phase of USHAHIDI _reporting on violence against children via SMS – 2009-2010 
· Children media clubs in secondary schools of Atacora _2007-2012 
Career History (past 20+ years) 
Currently: Freelance Consultant

1993 – Now: Translator and proofreader _English to French and French to English
13th July – 30th September 2016 + 1rst June 2015 – 07 August 2015: Acting Country Manager – Right To Play Benin 
June 2014 – June 2017: Program Manager (and Head of Office since October 2016) – Right To Play Benin 
June 2001 – 2014: Country Media, Communication, Public Relations Coordinator & Advocacy Focal Point- Plan Benin 
March – June 2005: Secondment in Communication -Plan International Headquarters and Plan UK  

August 2000 - June 2001:  Communication Facilitator / Plan Benin 
    1999 – 2000: English, French and Communication Teacher /Institut Supérieur de Technologie (IST)  
    1998 : Administration and Communication Coordinator / Audiovisual Centre of the Archdiocese of Cotonou 
    1994 – 1997: French and English Teacher – CPDM College, Cotonou 
Other experiences 
  December 2017 : Training parents’ association ARVJ in Advocacy – Terre des Hommes Benin

  September 2015 – June 2016 : Communication expert in the consultation for the Capitalisation of Tdh’s interventions  
                                              in link with mother and child’s health – Terre des Hommes (Burkina Faso);
2013-2014 :  Communication expert in the consultation for the Capitalisation of ten years’ experience in the 
                    development of health mutuals in Benin and Togo - Louvain Développement (Benin-Togo) ;
      2012: Three weeks rapid deployment to Plan Niger to support and coach their communication and crisis management 
              staff for food, flood, Malian refugees and cholera crises; 
2004 - 2010: Member of Junior Chamber International (JCI Benin Aurore) _2006: Vice President Management and PRIME Trainer of JCI University  and Director of Communication  (2005)
Other Trainings 
  Received and shared 
· Participatory Advocacy – 2008 to 2017 (staff, youth, children and partners) 

· Play-based learning methodology – Right To Play 

· Creating a positive learning environment – Right To Play 
· Team Building for Plan Liberia’s management and staff - 2011 
· Communication with Media – 2009 - 2012 (Plan staff) 
· Reporting to Donors – Right To Play
· Techniques of writing (minutes, reports, articles, stories) – 2005 – 2009 (JCI, Plan’s staff, children media clubs, ID clubs, community volunteers) 
· Leadership, teamwork, negotiation, efficient meetings and participation, Stress Management, events planning, time management, etc. 2005-2008 (Junior Chamber International) 
Went through 
· Planting Equality: Getting it right for girls and boys [Plan’s gender and child rights training]
· Play-based learning methodology – Right To Play 

· Creating a positive learning environment – Right To Play 

· Coaching and mentoring - Right To Play 
· Integrated Learning - Right To Play
· Use of ICT and social media to promote Human rights and Advocacy work - 2014 

· Training Managers on disaster risk management, Plan West Africa regional office

· United Nations’ Basic and Advanced Security Courses – February 2014 

· Participatory Research tools and methodologies – SOS Famille NGO, 2006 
· Presentation’s Skills –Junior Chamber International of London, Woking & Guilford, UK, May 2005 
· Executive Strategic Communication with Medias – Tunisia, Centre for Development Communication - 2004 
· Journalism of Development – Plan West Africa Regional Office & Plan Benin 
Education and Qualifications 
 2009: Plan Certificate in Management – Harvard Manage Mentors & Plan International July 2009/UK 
 2007: Master in Business Management (Management–Administration-Communication) – PIGIER – 
    1993: Certificate of Master in English – National University of Benin (Faculty of Letters, Arts and Social Sciences) 
    1992: Bachelor’s Degree in English - National University of Benin (Faculty of Letters, Arts and Social Sciences) 
    1987: Baccalaureate – College of Gbegamey   
 
 
   Computer Skills  
Desktop publishing; Adobe; Office for Mac and PC; Internet & social media; Web editing… 
    Languages 
    French: Spoken, written & read - fluent; English: Spoken, written & read - fluent 
   Hobbies 
    Social media - Music – Reading - Dance – Film – Beach  
   References 
· Frances Noble Nkrumah - +233 24 461 6261 – Frances_Noble-Nkrumah@wvi.org 
· Alfred SANTOS - +229 97 05 27 21 alfred.santos@tdh.ch 

· Roméo Modeste ESSOU - +221 78 131 26 34 - romeo.essou@yahoo.com 
I certify the accuracy of the information above given. 
May 25th 2020 
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