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EDUCATION
2012-14:

Master Mundus Crossways in Cultural Narratives




(Home University: St Andrews; other universities: University of 




Santiago de Compostela (Spain) and University of Perpignan (France)




Modules include: Identity, culture and information society; French 3;



Mass Culture; Cyberculture; Cultural analysis and literary

Criticism; Problems of Culture and Identity; etc.
2008-12:

MA Hons Classical Studies and International Relations (achieved 2.1)

Honours Dissertation: Islamophobia: Public Constructions of the new ‘Other’.




Modules have included: Politics & State formation in the Middle East, 




Globalization & its Disjunctures, Conflict Management, Settlement &


Resolution, Identities, Belonging and Others, 

The Ancient and Modern Novel, Magic in Greco-Roman Literature and Life, Greek Theatre.



First and Second year have also included modules in English Literature 




and Beginners level German.

2004-2008

King’s College, Madrid

2008


A Levels: English Language & Literature (A), Maths (B), Spanish (A),




History (B).




Attained full marks in three out of six English A level modules, & was




rewarded the King’s College English prize in 2008.

2007


AS Levels: Economics & Business Studies (B).

2006


IGCSEs: 2 x A*, 6 x A, 2 x B, including Maths, English, French &




Spanish.

WORK EXPERIENCE
Aug 2012

Periscope Post, Intern; writer.
· Was assigned 1-2 articles per day and wrote within given time span (while consulting various news outlets for information and citation).
· Included articles on: movie and music reviews, business, science, nature, and so on.

· Also wrote a few articles of my own choosing for viewpoints section.
Sep 2011

Saltire Society, Intern
· Undertook research on overlapping Scottish Arts awards, with those given out by the Society to help the board decide which sections to terminate, and produced a report of the findings.

· Contacted guests and speakers for events.

· Other office and administrative tasks e.g. archiving, proofreading, letter filing, etc.

Aug 2011

BBC at the Fringe, Runner

· Provided audience and customer services, dealing with tickets and general public enquiries.

· Persuaded audience members to sign up for the mailing list.

· Ensured the public and main spaces remained in neat and tidy state at all times.

· Helped set up for events and shows.



Summer 2011

ThreeWeeks Internship, Reviewer / Assistant Administrator

· Regularly wrote reviews (about 120 words each) for Edinburgh festival (Fringe and International Festivals) shows and events for ThreeWeeks (Unlimited Media) publication. 

· Wrote a total of 38 reviews, which were published on a daily and weekly basis during the festival month. Samples available: http://www.threeweeks.co.uk/category/by-maryam-ansari/
· Genres covered were wide-ranging, including theatre, physical theatre, comedy, musicals, children’s shows, classical music and dance.

· Carried out part-time administrative tasks, including, sorting out spreadsheets, booking shows, organizing reviewer schedules, dealing with press releases, etc.

Aug 2011

Amnesty International Scotland, Reviewer

· Evaluated performances from Edinburgh’s Festival Fringe to help judges select a winner for this year’s ‘Freedom of Expression’ Award.

· Evaluated a total of ten performances.

Aug 2010

Edinburgh Peace & Justice Centre, Volunteer

· Wrote articles for P&J Newsletter.

· Helped prepare the centre for Festival period.

· Helped prepare exhibitions.

· Helped in day to day running of the centre.

· Dealt with leaflet and information displays.

· Helped organize bookshop and library.

· Other office and administrative tasks, e.g. updating contact lists, emailing members and guests about events, etc.

2009-present

WWF Scotland, Occasional Volunteer and Contributor

· Promoted and sold raffle tickets door to door and on the street for endangered rhinos cause.
· Responsible for stall retailing and receiving WWF marathon runners in Edinburgh marathon 2010.
Summer 2008

Private English Tutoring

· Prepared and delivered tutoring sessions in English language (particularly in listening comprehension) to Spanish student.

CONFERENCES (ETC.) ATTENDED

Apr 2012
Discussant / Participant in ‘Forward Thinking Conference’, St Andrews

· Active participant in conference on contemporary public policy issues, coming up with questions, addressing problems, then proposing tangible solutions in small discussant groups. 

· The areas I participated in were ‘The Media Question’ and ‘The “Britishness” / Culture Question’.

Summer 2010

‘Is Peace Worth Fighting for?’ 
· Debate on justifying warfare in the name of peace in Festival of Politics, Edinburgh. Guest speakers included: MP and QC Malcolm Rifkind, and the President of the Carnegie Council for Ethics in International Affairs, Joel Rosenthal.

· Attended on behalf of Peace and Justice Centre, then produced an informative and evaluative article on the talk for the Centre’s journal (available on request).
OTHER EXPERIENCES
Feb 2013

Short film producer

· Co-produced, directed, edited and acted in a short film made for St Andrews film blitz festival.
Sep 2008-present
Proofreading and editing 

· Proofread, correct and edit anything from essays, articles, stories, etc. in English (and sometimes Spanish).

· Samples available.
Jan 2013-present
Writer for Your Middle East

· Writer and contributor to Your Middle East online magazine.
Sep 2012-Dec 2012        Writer for Compostimes, Santiago de Compostela student paper

· I wrote for the student paper Compostimes, while on ‘erasmus’ in the University of Santiago de Compostela, Spain.
Sep 2011-Oct 2011
      Chief Editor of student satire magazine, The Squib

· I held the position of Chief Editor for this magazine for a short period of time. 

Sep 2010-June 2012
      Regular writer for St Andrews’ student magazine, The Tribe
· I have regularly written for Science, Current Affairs and Comment sections in The Tribe, widening my knowledge in diverse categories, and expanding my writing skills.
Sep 2010/11-present
     Manager of Albany Park Book Club

· Became manager in Sep 2011.

· Responsibilities include: organizing and managing meetings, relaying messages to the warden (as well as risk assessment issues), promoting the book club, regularly getting in touch with members, etc.
· As a member, I participate, and often lead, discussions on books from a diverse range of literary genres.

Summer 2009

Attended SUISS Creative Writing Summer Course, Edinburgh

· Attended lectures on post-modernist English and Scottish literature, and completed the readings.

· Attended various writing seminars and master-classes, with tutor and author, Kapka Kassabova, as well as renowned authors like Neil Gaiman and James Robertson.

· Completed various writing tasks and assignments.

2007


Achieved Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (Bronze)

· Volunteered and worked with small children.

· Received violin lessons.

· Attended four day ‘Survivors’ Camp’ which included activities such as intensive hiking and development of outdoors cooking skills.

· Undertook dance lessons.

ADDITIONAL SKILLS

Languages:

Fluent in English, Spanish & Farsi. Intermediate level in French. Basic




level in German; Beginner level in Arabic.
IT:


Proficient user of Word docs, Excel, Powerpoint, and the internet. Also 


some experience using Photoshop and iMovie (and similar programs).
INTERESTS & ACTIVITIES

Writing:
Since a young age, I have been strongly drawn to creative writing. My pieces have included both prose and poetry. Writing has always helped my imagination and thinking pattern in general. More recently, I have also developed a liking for other forms of writing, including journalistic writing or even research based reporting. This is because I enjoy researching and learning about diverse topics.

Music:
I have two years of experience in playing the piano, and another two years in violin. Currently I am not able to continue with my lessons, but aim to return to them as soon as possible.

Travel: 
Due to various circumstances, I have been fortunate enough to have travelled extensively and also lived in more than three cities across the world. In the future, I aim to travel to more diverse places to become more familiar with cultures that I have not come into contact yet.
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